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MAP OF MALAYSIA

3



Transnational environmental crime 
– Definition 

• Breach of  environmental law
• Domestic environmental law

• Activity across border
• Goods, organisation, transactions
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Transnational environmental harms

• Pollution
• Water pollution
• Air pollution
• Waste product shipment

• Biodiversity 
• Wildlife 
• Logging
• Fishing
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Transnational Environmental Challenges

Laws to combat

Environmental Crimes 

Mutual assistance Cooperation
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Mutual Assistance Framework

• Domestic
• Regional 
• International & Domestic
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DOMESTIC
• Mutual Assistance In Criminal Matters Act 

2002
• Section 3 - the object of  the Act is for Malaysia to provide and 

obtain international assistance in criminal matters.

• Section 4- MACMA does not forbid the rendering of  assistance 
through informal channels nor does it supersede other available 
cooperation mechanisms. For instance direct informal requests 
for assistance intra-enforcement agency done between 
counterpart agencies such as INTERPOL, Customs or the 
Financial Intelligence Unit of  the Central Bank of  Malaysia. 
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Wong Keng Liang v Public Prosecutor
• Wong Keng Liang (aka Lizard King), arrested at the KLIA on

26.8.2010 while attempting to smuggle 95 boa constrictors to
Jakarta. On 1.9.2010, the accused was charged in the Magistrate's
Court in Sepang, Selangor for the offence of illegal export of
scheduled species under section 10(a) of the International Trade
in Endangered Species Act 2008 [Act 686]

• On 6.9.2010, the accused had pleaded guilty to the charge and
then convicted and sentenced by the Magistrate's Court to 6
months imprisonment and a fine of RM190, 000.00. Subsequent
to this, the Deputy Public Prosecutor (DPP) had filed an appeal
against the sentence imposed by the Magistrate's Court.
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Wong Keng Liang v Public Prosecutor
• Information obtained: that the accused had been previously charged

and pleaded guilty to 40 felony charges for trafficking in some of the
most rare and endangered reptile species, was later sentenced by the
Federal Court in San Francisco to 71 months of imprisonment and a
fine of USD$60,000.

• A letter to the U.S. DOJ was prepared to request for an informal
assistance for transmission of the related documents and records where
the same was provided to the Attorney General's Chambers of Malaysia
("Chambers") by the US to be used in the criminal proceeding in
Malaysia.

• On 4.11.2010, High Court decided on the appeal where the sentence
against the subject was enhanced to 5 years imprisonment. The
accused then appealed against the decision on the sentence imposed to
the Court of Appeal. On 22 February 2012 the Court of Appeal (a three-
member panel), reduced the subject's jail term from five years to 17-
and-a-half months. 10



Regional
• ASEAN Agreement on Trans-boundary Haze 

Pollutions 2002
Ø To date, the Agreement has been ratified by all ASEAN Member

States.

Ø The Agreement requires the Parties to the Agreement to, among
others, cooperate in developing and implementing measures to
prevent, monitor, and mitigate trans boundary haze pollution by
controlling sources of land and/or forest fires, development of
monitoring, assessment and early warning systems, exchange of
information and technology, and the provision of mutual
assistance.
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The EQA 1974 & Haze Pollution  
• There is no legal provision under the EQA 1974 that

allow us to take action against individuals or companies
causing trans-boundary haze pollution.

• Section 1(1) of the EQA 1974 states that it shall apply
only to the whole of Malaysia.

• It would require an amendment to the Act to amend
that section to include offence committed abroad, at
least in matters of open burning done by Malaysian
individuals or companies.

• If this is done then section 29A of the EQA 1974,
(which prohibits any person from allowing or causing
open burning) will apply anywhere..
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International & Domestic
1) Convention on International Trade in

Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES)

2) International Trade in Endangered Species Act
2008
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Convention on International Trade in Endangered 
Species of  Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) 

• CITES is an international agreement between
governments with the aim to ensure that
international trade in specimens of wild animals
and plants does not threaten their survival.

• CITES entered into force in 1975.
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International	  Trade	  in	  Endangered	  Species	  Act	  
2008

• The International Trade in Endangered Species Act
2008 [Act 686] came into force on 28.12.2009. This
Act aims to regulate international trade of wild
animals and plants and to ensure Malaysia’s
compliance towards the CITES obligations

• the Act also sets out procedures and requirements
for obtaining from the Management Authority:
permit to import or export any scheduled species;
certificate to re-‐export or introduce from the sea any
scheduled species; and the registration to reproduce
captive bred animals or artificially propagated plant
or animal of any scheduled species for commercial
trade purposes. Penalties for undergoing any of these
activities without specific authorization are specified
in the text.
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Malaysian	  experience	  

Ø On 9.12.2014, Malaysia Custom have found a
consignment in a box at KL Airport Services (KLAS) Cargo,
Kuala Lumpur International Airport (KLIA), Sepang.

Ø The box contains 14 units of rhinoceros horns. The
imported consignment (from Kenya) have been
confiscated and handed over to the Department of
Wildlife and National Parks, (commonly known as
PERHILITAN) KLIA. The Department investigated the case
under Wildlife Conservation Act of 2010 and
International Trade in Endangered Species Act 2008.

16



Malaysian	  experience	  (contd.)	  
Ø Pursuant to Decision 16.84 of CITES, the Department notified

the CITES Secretariat at Geneva of seizures of the rhinoceros
horns. The Wildlife Department later confirmed the seizure to
the Environmental Security Sub-‐Directorate INTERPOL via NCB
of Kuala Lumpur.

Ø The information regarding the seizure communicated to the
Kenyan authority and Mozambique authority via NCB of Kuala
Lumpur. The Environmental Security Sub-‐Directorate
INTERPOL offered their assistance to the Wildlife department
in investigatingthe case.

Ø The Wildlife department accepted the offer, and the case will
be brought before Malaysian court after the investigation is
completedand sufficient evidence is obtained.
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CONCLUSION
• Many environmental issues are trans-‐
boundary in nature and many have a global
scope. They can only be addressed
effectively through international
cooperation.

• Therefore, Malaysia, in particular
Malaysian Judiciary, will continue the
regional and international cooperation,
especially in mutual assistance in
responding to transnational environmental
challenges.
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Thank You
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