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Judicial Networking in Environmental Law 
• Domestic legal systems are being impacted by 

globalisation 
•  Formal mechanisms include treaties and international courts and 

tribunals 
•  Informal mechanisms include extensive overseas judicial networks 

•  Judicial networks are fora for the mutual exchange of 
ideas  

• Each legal system is unique (different jurisdictions, 
powers, staff and resources) 

•  Judicial networks are particularly useful in environmental 
law because environmental law needs to be dynamic and 
responsive to scientific and technological advancements, 
and social and economic developments 
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Judicial and Legal Networks 
• Network - a set of non-hierarchical relationships where the 

participants share a common interest and who exchange 
resources to achieve common goals 

•  Judicial networks: 
•  More specialised 
•  Consist of judges 
•  Common goal – strengthening the rule of law and developing 

jurisprudence 
•  Operate at local, domestic and international levels 

•  Legal networks: 
•  More general 
•  Consist of all legal practitioners 

3 



Judicial and Legal Networks in the 
Australian Context 
• Publishing judgments 
•  In almost all cases a judge will provide reasons for the 

decision 
• Giving reasons is part of the judicial process and 

promotes the rule of law 
• Reasons: 

1.  Provide parties with the opportunity to see the extent to which 
their arguments have been understood and accepted 

2.  Furthers judicial accountability 
3.  Identify how the law will be applied to similar cases in the future 
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New South Wales Caselaw: 
https://www.caselaw.nsw.gov.au/ 
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AustLII:  http://www.austlii.edu.au/ 
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AustLII:  http://www.austlii.edu.au/ 
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AustLII:  http://www.austlii.edu.au/ 
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AustLII:  http://www.austlii.edu.au/ 
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Jade:  https://jade.io/ 
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Conferences and Professional Bodies 
• The LEC holds an annual conference 

•  Attended by the judges and commissioners of the Court 
•  Presentations from judges of superior courts, members of the bar 

and experts who appear before the Court 

•  LEC attends seminars runby the Judicial Commission 
• Domestic professional bodies: 

•  National Environmental Law Association 
•  Environment and Planning Law Association 

• Hosts overseas delegations 
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The Land and Environment Court 
Website 
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The Land and Environment Court 
Website 
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The Land and Environment Court 
Website 
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The Land and Environment Court 
Website 
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The Land and Environment Court 
Website 
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Court Practice Notes 
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Judicial Newsletter 
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International Judicial Networks 
• Global Judicial Institute for the Environment 

•  Established in 2016 
•  Aims to support courts and tribunals in applying and enforcing 

environmental law 
•  Comprised of sitting judges from across the world 

•  International Union for Conservation of Nature 
•  Established in 1948 
•  Aims to provide all members with the knowledge and tools to 

enable human progress, economic development and nature 
conservation 

•  Every year holds the IUCN Environmental Law Colloquium 
• Australasian Conference of Planning and Environment 

Courts 
•  Biennial conference in Australasia  

19 



Available Resources: Ecolex 
• Allows users to search 
for: 
•  Treaties 
•  International soft-law and 

other non-binding policy 
and technical guidance 
documents 

•  National Legislation 
•  Judicial decisions 
•  Law and policy literature 

• Operated by FAO, IUCN 
and UNEP 

• https://www.ecolex.org/  
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Sabine Centre for Climate Change 
•  Information about 
climate change  

• Aim of the centre is to 
develop legal techniques 
to address climate 
change 

• Operated by Columbia 
Law School 

• http://
web.law.columbia.edu/
climate-change  
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Sabine Centre for Climate Change 
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Law Review Commons  
• Collection of free:  

•  Law reviews 
•  Legal journals 

• Easily searchable 
•  http://

lawreviewcommon
s.com/  
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Fostering the Creation and Maintenance 
of Judicial and Legal Networks 
•  Judicial networks: 

•  Create the potential for the widespread sharing of information 
•  Enhance capacity building in terms of technical skills and expertise 
•  Result in improved decision-making and improved processes 

• Creating judicial networks promotes a form of mutual 
assistance between judges and between jurisdictions 

• Vital to the success of judicial networks are:  
•  Robust legal networks 
•  Infrastructure and technology that allow for the wide dissemination 

of information, particularly judgments 
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