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EcoWaste Coalition 

A network of over 130 member public interest 
groups working on chemical, product and waste 
issues and a host of health, environmental and 
socio-economic and development concerns.



A global network of more than 500 health and 
environmental public interest organizations in 
over 100 countries working to eliminate the 

world's most harmful chemicals
to create a toxics-free future.

IPEN



A TOXICS-FREE FUTURE 
FOR EVERYONE

A world in which chemicals are no longer 
produced or used in ways that harm 
human health and the environmentIP

EN



Health Effects of Lead Exposure



Childhood Lead Poisoning

• Lead in paint is a major source of lead exposure in 
children; 600,000 new cases of intellectual disability 
among children every year

• Overall, 99% of children affected by high lead 
exposure live in low and middle-income countries

• Main route of exposure: ingestion of lead in paint 
chips, dust and soil

• “There is no known level of lead exposure that is 
considered to be safe.” - WHO



Economic Costs of Lead Exposure

• Estimations of lost lifetime economic 
productivity due to early childhood exposure:
ØWorldwide: $977 billion dollars per year
ØAsia: $699.9 billion or 1.88% of Asia’s GDP

*Source: http://www.med.nyu.edu/pediatrics/research/environmentalpediatrics/leadexposure

http://www.med.nyu.edu/pediatrics/research/environmentalpediatrics/leadexposure


Global Goal to Eliminate Lead Paint

• Global Alliance to Eliminate Lead Paint 
(Lead Paint Alliance)

- Led by WHO and UNEP 
- Involves government, industry, civil 

society, etc.
- Promotes a phase-out of the 

manufacture and sale of paints 
containing lead and eventually to 
eliminate the risks that such paints 
pose. 





Model Law and Guidance for 
Regulating Lead in Paint

Model law on lead paint regulation developed by UNEP, 
WHO and other members of the Global Alliance to 
Eliminate Lead Paint

Provides guidance to countries drafting new laws to 
establish legal limits on lead content in paints as a 
measure to protect human health and the environment.

https://www.unenvironment.org/resources/publication/
model-law-and-guidance-regulating-lead-paint)



IPEN’s Global Campaign 
to Eliminate Lead Paint

• Aim: Effective, enforced laws banning use of lead in all 
paints in all countries

• Initiated in 2008, working with NGO partners in nearly 
60 countries to date

• Member of the Lead Paint Alliance Advisory Group

• Multi-stakeholder approach: good model of working 
with governments, industries, and NGOs

• Key campaign components:
Ø Lead paint studies
Ø Consumer awareness
Ø Dialogue with policy makers, paint manufacturers, consumers



Reports on Lead Levels in Paint 
in 58 Countries since 2009

Most solvent-based 
decorative paints 

contain high levels 
of lead



IPEN Lead Paint Studies in Asia
Countries Study 

Year
No. of 
Paints

% Above 
90 ppm

% Above 
10,000 
ppm

Highest 
Lead Level 

(ppm)
Bangladesh 2015 56 77 34 85,000

China 2016 141 70 34 116,000
India 2015 101 95 46 127,000

Indonesia 2015 121 83 41 102,000
Malaysia 2016 39 46 31 150,000
Mongolia 2017 56 70 20 71,000
Nepal 2015 87 89 44 124,000
Pakistan 2017 58 60 24 110,000

Philippines 2017 104 23 12 100,000
Taiwan 2016 47 70 47 440,000
Thailand 2015 100 62 40 112,000
Vietnam 2016 26 62 19 21,000



Philippine Campaign to Eliminate Lead Paint

Key Strategies:
• Lead paint data generation
• Public information 
• Alliance-building with  policy makers, paint 

manufacturers, and others
• Third-party lead safe paint certification



Strategy: Data Generation

To determine lead content of solvent-based paints for
architectural, household or decorative use that are
available on the market.



Strategy: Public Information

To raise awareness about lead in paint as a national
concern and the need for a regulatory control in order
to protect human health from lead exposure.



Strategy: Alliance Building 
To build alliances and relationships among 
stakeholders to ensure broad support for a health-
protective regulation versus lead in paint.



Strategy: Third Party Lead Safe Paint Certification 
To promote independent verification of a paint 
brand’s compliance to lead content limit (90 ppm).



Main Campaign Outcome: Lead Paint Regulation 
• Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) Administrative Order 2013-24, 
or the Chemical Control Order for Lead and Lead 
Compounds, provides for the phase-out of paints 
and other similar surface coatings with lead 
content above 90 parts per million (ppm). 

• 3-year  phase-out period (2013-2016) for lead-
containing paints used for architectural, 
decorative and household (ADH) applications. 

• 6-year phase-out period (2013-2019) for lead-
containing paints used for industrial applications.



Lead-containing architectural, household and 
decorative paints phased out: 31 December 2016



The lead paint regulation also…

• Bans lead in the production of toys, school 
supplies, cosmetics, food and drink packaging 
(i.e., food contact materials).

• Reaffirms ban on lead in petrol



Supplemental regulations adopted

• Environmental Management Bureau (EMB) Memorandum 
Circular No. 010, s.2016: Ban use of lead paint in the production 
of toys and related children’s products (including indoor and 
outdoor playground equipment) by  31 December 2016.

• Department of Education (DepEd) Order No. 4, S. 2017: 
Mandatory use of lead-safe paints in schools

• Department of Social Work and Development (DSWD) 
Memorandum, 2017: Mandatory use of lead-safe paints in 
residential and non-residential facilities run by DSWD and/or 
accredited social welfare agencies

• Department of Interior and Local Government (DILG) 
Memorandum 2018-26: Mandatory use of lead-safe paints by 
local government units (LGUs)





85% of Decorative Paints Certified Lead Safe

• World’s first voluntary, third-party Lead  Safe 
Paint certification program is now in place

• 470 lead-safe certified Boysen, Nation, Titan 
and Virtuoso Silk paints by Pacific Paint 
(Boysen) Philippines, Inc.

• 379 lead-safe certified Davies paints by Davies 
Paints Philippines, Inc.



Campaign Outcomes

- Lead paint regulation promulgated and is 
being enforced
- Complementary policies adopted to 
mainstream phase-out of lead paint
- Strong industry commitment to follow 
phase-out deadlines
- Third-party Lead Safe Paint Certification 
developed, promoted and steadily gaining 
adherents
- 22,446,200 million young children 
safeguarded against lead exposure 



The work continues…

1. Generate more data (e.g., lead content of industrial 
paints,  blood lead levels among young children, etc.)
2. Increase citizens’ awareness on lead poisoning  
prevention
3. Spread lead safe paint procurement policy in all sectors
4.  Promote lead safe work practices
5.  Draw up further policies that will prevent and reduce 
lead exposure (e.g., lead in dinnerware, lead in jewelry, lead 
solder, etc.)
6.    Monitor compliance to all lead-related policies and 
regulations 
7.    Develop, implement and fund lead poisoning 
prevention programs
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